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Episode 56: A Day in the Life of a Medical SLP
Who Works in a SNF
Meet Jessica Schell, a speech-language pathologist
who currently works in the skilled-nursing setting. In
our latest episode, Jessica shares what a typical day
at a SNF facility looks like. She reveals what clinical
fellows can expect from this work environment, how
they can prepare themselves, and some of the
biggest challenges she has faced. As an SLP who has
also dipped her toes in home healthcare, she offers
some insight into that setting as well.

Discussion & Reflection Questions
1. Tell us who you are, how you got started as a

speech-language pathologist, and what setting you
currently work in.

2. For those who don’t know, what is skilled nursing?
What does it entail?

3. Walk us through a typical day in a SNF setting. When
does it start? When does it end?

4. Tell us about productivity requirements. What advice
do you have for new speech pathologists regarding
productivity?

5. So, working in SNFs, what is your primary patient
population that you treat? When primary etiologies
[and] diagnoses do you work with?

6. What are some opportunities speech pathologists
may have in a SNF setting?

7. Tell us about some of the challenges of working in a
SNF. What are some of your biggest joys?

Quote of the Conversation
“To the speech path student (or CF), one of the biggest
pieces of advice I could ever tell you as a student is to

advocate for yourself and to work hard. Don’t be afraid to
ask and question your professors (or supervisors) in a way

that is respectful. Asking questions is how you can learn and
grow.” -Jessica Schell

Jessica Schell
Speech-Language Pathologist

Jessica Schell received her
Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees
from Minot State University. She
has been an SLP for 15 years, and
has worked in skilled nursing and
home health care. Jessica has
been a CF supervisor six times,
and an internship supervisor over
20 times. When she’s not working,
Jessica likes to travel. She has a
goal of seeing all 50 U.S. states
(and is currently at 42!).
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Keep the Conversation Going

Jessica Schell

Contact Jessica Schell

Email: jess@allaboutthatspeech.net

Resources

https://eyesoneyecare.com/resources/ultimate-intervi
ew-guide-new-grad-slps/

https://eyesoneyecare.com/resources/10-things-you-
didnt-learn-slp-grad-school

“When you're the speech therapist, people like to talk to
you. And they like to tell you their life stories, and they tell
you their secrets. And they depend on you, and they share
stuff with you. And that is really fun. I love learning about

people's lives. And they're so fascinating.”

Thank you for listening to The Missing Link for
SLPs podcast! If you enjoyed the show, I'd
love you to subscribe, rate it and leave a
short review. Also, please share an episode

with a friend. Together we can raise
awareness and help more SLPs find and
connect those missing links to help them
feel confident in their patient care every

step of the way.
Follow me on Instagram, join the Fresh

SLP community on Facebook or learn
more at FreshSLP.com. Let's make those

connections. You got this!

Do you have a question you'd like answered
on the show?

Interested in sharing your experience as an SLP
with our audience?

Send a message to Mattie@FreshSLP.com!

Not a substitute for a formal SLP education or medical advice for
patients/caregivers
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